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Welcome to our January 2020 Newsletter, 
 
Karen and I wish everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
 
 
New look Coopex Montbeliarde Team for Australian Systems 
 
The New Look team includes high profile favourites, ELASTAR, ILANNE, LOTMAN, HELUX and 
JEREMIAH (more about these below) and is strengthened with the addition of three exciting new A2A2 
sires NECTAIRE, NONSTOP and JASMINO 
,   
NEW* NECTAIRE ISU 152,  A2A2 & BB Kappa Casein  
RRP $26+gst Volume $22+gst   
 

• Extreme Health Profile 
• +1.8 Udder Health, +1.9 Cell Count, +1.2 Mastitis Resistance 
• +1.2 Longevity 
• High Production with great Udders 114  
• Temperament 126 and MS 115 
• One of the best for Calving Ease @ 93 
• Feet & Legs how we like them with a steep foot angle 
• Suited to any crossbreeding situation  

 
Pictured is his Dam                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 



NEW*NONSTOP ISU 145    RRP $26+gst   Volume $22+gst 
• A2A2 & BB Kappa Casein 
• Statue 91🙂🙂 
• High Production and Components 
•  +28kg Pro @ +0.12% 
• +37kg B/Fat @+0.23% 
• Easy Calving @ 91 
• Straighter Legs @96 and Steep Foot Angle 

(Remember the French express Rear leg side view the opposite to us if your on the Coopex 
website, 3 traits in total are expressed the opposite to here) 

• Tip, he will be a highly sort after young sire and is suitable to be used in any crossbreeding 
situation. 

 
Pictured is NONSTOP himself and his sister, Jarvis Nicky. 

 
 
 
Newly Proven sire JASMINO is our 3rd new sire added to our 2020 team. 
NEW*JASMINO ISU 129, 47 daughters in 46 herds 
RRP $20+gst, Volume $17+gst 
*A2A2 and BB Kappa Casein for cheese production 
* Daughters 15% below the breed ave for size 
*Again, great Legs with a Steep Foot Angle 
*Fantastic Udders 115 
*Easy Calving and great production 
We selected JASMINO as a cheaper priced option, but with the ELASTAR type traits most producers are 
seeking. 
Expect him to improve his ISU as more daughters are added to his proof. 
JASMINO Daughters  

 
 



ELASTAR ISU 152  A2A2  “Grazing” “Fertility” “Efficiency” “Calving Ease” “Production”  
RRP $28+gst, Volume $24+gst 
Continued high World demand for this Super sire. Proven performer in Australia  
 
ELASTAR now has over 3340 daughters in his proof. 
Very high and Efficient Production, Body Composite/Size is just 74! Meaning his daughters are well below 
the breed average for size. 
Huge production, +27 kg Protein @+0.11% and +48 kg @+0.32% 
 Milking Speed 110, Temperament 116, Fert +1.7 and Longevity +1.1 with high components, and very good 
Udders 113. One of the best for Feet & Legs 119. 
ELASTAR has been used extensively over larger cows with low components with tremendous results, 
breeding high efficiency medium sized cows that are ideally suited to our pasture based systems. 
 
 

 
ELASTAR Daughters 
 
 
Steve’s Pick for over Jersey, Aussie Red, J x HF, Red x HF and J x Red x HF cows 
ILANNE ISU 150   A2A2 “Grazing” “Health” “Fertility” “Calving Ease” “Temperament” “Udders”  
RRP $26+gst, Volume $22+gst 
 

• 423 Daughters in 378 Herds 
• Proof continues to improve each proof run 
• Grandson of PAPAYOU, who exceled here in our systems 
• Health, Fertility, Survival 
• Temperament 133, Udders 114, Type 111 
• Fantastic Feet & Legs @ 116 with ideal Steep Foot angle of 105 for walking 
• Easy Calving @ 92, will continue to be a very popular sire again this season. 

 
ILANNE Daughters 



 
 
LOTMAN ISU 132  A2A2 “Grazing” Health” “Survival” “Efficiency”  
RRP $22+gst, Volume $18+gst 

 
LOTMAN, high sales sire last season, with his low 
RRP will again be a popular choice this season. 
 
His high ratings for Udder Health +0.6, Survival +0.8, 
Udders 113, and adds Teat Length 108. 
These strengths combined with Body/Size 89 and high 
production, makes him ideal for our pasture based 
systems. 
LOTMAN is a sire that will work well in any 
crossbreeding situation, with his Beef rating @ 94 
using him over tall sharp Holstein cows is a good 
option. 
 
LOTMAN Daughter 

 
 
 
 
HELUX ISU 137, A2A2 "Grazing" "Health" "Fertility" & "Efficiency" "Calving Ease" 
RRP $28+gst, Volume $24+gst 
 
HELUX, 1950 Daughters in his proof, he has Huge Production +1231lts, B/fat +43kg combined with 
Body/Size of 90 (Daughters 10% below the breed average for size) gives him the Efficiency of Production 
we are seeking. 
 
He will produce medium sized, efficient cows and is ideal to use in any crossbreeding situation. 

• Easy Calving @ 91,  
• Udder Health +0.8, Survival +0.5 

Ideal Steeper Foot angle @ 103, Temperament 127 
 
 
 

 
HELUX Daughter Loseille                                         HELUX Daughter Lys 
 
 
 
 



 
JEREMIAH  ISU 141, “Grazing” “Health” Efficiency” “Calving Ease” “Udders” “Feet & Legs” 
RRP $28+gst, Volume $24+gst 
 
JEREMIAH is currently the highest selling sire in France, his popularity has increased worldwide, his 1st 
daughters are now calving in France and look outstanding. 
His strengths listed above, combined with very high production,  a Temperament rating of 124 and one of 
the breeds best for Calving Ease @ 93  make him an ideal choice for any crossbreeding situation.  

 
Dam of JEREMIAH                                                      JEREMIAH 
 
 
 
Tips when using Montbeliarde Bulls 
With the rapid increase in the use of the Montbeliarde breed for crossbreeding both worldwide and within 
Australia and NZ, it is important to keep pace with the pros and cons when using the breed.                                                     
It is particularly important for the commercial dairy farmer to build their knowledge of the Montbeliarde 
breed and what to look for when selecting bulls.                                                                                          
We are still in the unfortunate situation that very few resellers/ breeding advisors have adequate knowledge 
on the Montbeliarde breed, in order to give the correct advice when selecting bulls for their clients to use.                                                                                                                                         
The Montbeliarde breed needs to be viewed differently to the normal assumptions we make when selecting 
Holstein or Jersey sires, plus we need to take into account that Heterosis/Hybrid Vigour “adds” to each 
genetic trait.  For this reason, it is important that you, the breeder, gain the knowledge required so you can 
ask and seek the correct answers regardless of which reseller or AB Company you choose to purchase 
your semen through. 

As each season progresses, Auzred Xb will continue to add to “Tips when using Montbeliarde Bulls” due to 
feedback from farmers, what we see happening both here and overseas, in order to help you build your 
knowledge on the breed and how best to use them within your crossbreeding programs. This draft is 
Auzred Xb’s latest “Update”  

When selecting Montbeliarde bulls the main areas to increase your knowledge in are; 

• Calving Ease 
• Type expressions which are opposite to normal 
• Type and Body Composite scores 
• Production 
• Udders & Teat placement  
• Feet & Legs 
• Muscle Body Condition Score 

 



Calving Ease;  

The rule is simple never, never, never select a bull with a calving 
ease rating below 88.    
Within breed, the Montbeliarde ratings are 88-89= average calving ease, 90+ =easy calvings. 87 or less are 
difficult calvings. The French scoring system is much different to our ABV’s for calving ease, please make 
yourself aware of this!!                                                                                                                                      
It is important to know that the heterosis effect when crossbreeding, gives a plus for most genetic traits, and 
some bulls will throw bigger calves due to this when used for crossbreeding compared to within breed.  

Also, it is important to remember that the Montbeliarde breed is the same as the two other “Alps” breeds, 
the Brown Swiss and Flechvieh, in that, on average they have a 7 day longer gestation length than other 
breeds. Data is currently not available on the gestation length of individual bulls, but it is now being 
investigated by Coopex Montbeliarde in France. 

 For these reasons, it is important that you should select Montbeliarde bulls with a calving ease rating 
above 88. I personally do not go below 90 in my own herd and find that I have no calving ease issues using 
90 as the minimum in my system.  

This is not to say that the breed have calving issues, the calves can be large, but are round in shape, not 
deep from shoulder to ribcage like the Holstein, so if you are using a bull with a CE rating of between 88-90 
you will get some larger male calves, but they, surprisingly are born easily due to their rounder shape. 

AUZRED XB has decided to now only import sires with a Calving Ease rating of 90 or higher. 

 

Type Traits expressed the opposite to normal; 
                   The Montbeliarde breed has three type traits expressed the opposite way to how we normally see them on 

a linear graph. When you are reading French proofs on the internet, please be aware of this.                   
Rear Leg Set, in France, this is expressed so sickled is to the righthand side, this is due to the breed 
having very straight legs and the French trying to breed a bit of flex into them.                                        
Rump Angle, the French have higher pins running to the right due to them breeding for a higher tailhead 
and the breed already having very low pins.                                                                                               
Teat Length, the French have smaller teats running to the right, eg 105 means smaller teats and 95 means 
bigger teats in their system, this is due to the breed having larger teats and trying to bring them back a bit in 
size.                                                                                                                                                                  
Please Note, we have reversed the traits in our Auzred Xb sire directory for you, other Montbeliarde proofs 
published here by other companies are not reversed, so please check. 

 

Type & Body Composite scores  
Overall Type of the breed is excellent. They are rounder and heavier than we are accustomed to. The 
rounder shape is very beneficial, as it provides more room for the internal organs, particularly the heart and 
lungs than cows that are narrow and angular. They also have possibly the best rump structure of any breed 
at present, the tail head can be level or high, yet the pins run downhill. This has the effect of opening up the 
pelvic area and makes for better calving ability. This is a trait that has a high heritability when used in 
crossbreeding. 

 



 

 

Body Composite scores; Are a physical measurement, the higher the score or the further to the right the 
lines go on the linear graphs, the bigger the bulls daughters are compared to the breed average. 

Bulls with a very high Body Composite score, particularly those with extreme stature and chest depth and 
width will result in extremely large animals.  The majority of cross breeders are also seeking efficiency of 
production, these bulls may not suit what you are trying to achieve. Rule of thumb is that if a bull has a 
Body Composite score of 120, then his progeny will be on average 20% bigger than the breed average for 
size, hence if a BCS is 80, his progeny will be on average 20% smaller than the breed average. 

For mating over Holstein cows, don’t go higher than 100 for BSC, preferably select bulls 90 or less in 
pasture based systems.  For those with semi or fully TMR systems, I would still not go above 100 for use 
over Holstein cows. 

 If you plan to use a bull with a high Body Composite score, seek good advice before you order him. There 
are no medals for breeding elephants!! 

Tip;  Don’t be dictated by Type, you need to look at both the overall Type and Body Composite Scores.  A 
body composite score below 100 and an Overall Type score above 100 generally means the animal 
produces daughters smaller than the breed average and with very good Type. 

 

Production; 
Select bulls with the high production, Litres, Fat & Protein kg’s  and % components, particularly protein%. 

When crossing over Holstein cows, make sure you only use bulls with + deviations, there are bulls available 
with big negative % deviations. Please check and avoid these bulls. 

 

Udders & Teat Placement; 
The best advice is to select for Udders 105+.  Front Teat Placement above 100 and with internal 
orientation. Udder Balance above 100, preferably 105+  

 

Feet & Legs 
The Monty has the best feet and legs in the business, they have straighter than normal legs both from a 
Rear leg and side view and have a steep foot angle with more heel depth than normal.                            
The advice here has not changed since the late 1990’s 

Select for Steeper Foot Angle 100+ and Rear Leg side view 90-100. Remember, if you looking at the proofs 
on-line, for Rear Leg view , Straighter is to the Left and Sickled is to the Right. Rear Leg view is not the 
critical thing, Foot Angle is much more important. 

 

 

 



 

 

Muscle Body Condition Score; 
The Montbeliarde breed has been selected for Muscle Body Condition (Genetic Body Condition) for over 25 
years. It is important to recognise that this is a score for muscularity NOT BODY FAT.  

Genetic body condition will result in a cow stripping off less weight in the early part of lactation than a cow 
that has nutritional body condition. From both a health and economic perspective, Genetic body 
condition is a big bonus. 

As a guide; The average muscle body condition score is 100 for the Montbeliarde breed. The best Holstein 
bulls would only be 17 if rated on the same scale.  The ability of the Montbeliarde breed to add Genetic 
Body Condition to the Holstein cow is one of the big strengths when using this breed for crossbreeding.  

Tip;   A Montbeliarde bull with a Muscle Body Condition score below 100 will still add plenty of  genetic 
body condition when used in crossbreeding. It is not necessary to seek bulls with a high Muscle Body 
Condition score. 

If you require any assistance when selecting Montbeliarde bulls or wish to know anything else about the 
breed please don’t hesitate to contact Steve. 

Steve Snowdon                                                                                                                                       
Auzred Xb                                                                                                                                                     
Breeding Advisor & Crossbreeding Specialist                                                                                               
Mob 0417 138 508                                                                                                                                     

 
AXB Australian Reds (Aussie Reds) newsletter coming out shortly 
 
Karen, Steve and our families wish you all the best for 2020  
Please feel free to contact us for a chat and /or any assistance you need regarding bull selection and 
pricing. 
 
For more information, find us on Face Book or;  
Website      http://www.auzredxb.com.au/pages/news.php  
 
Regards 
Karen & Steve 
 
Karen 02 6072 0480   karen.auzredxb@gmail.com  
Mob; 0419 217 955 
 
Steve 0417138508   steve.auzredxb@bigpond.com 

 
 
 

http://www.auzredxb.com.au/pages/news.php
mailto:karen.auzredxb@gmail.com
mailto:steve.auzredxb@bigpond.com


 


